
TRADITIONAL MUSIC of EUROPEAN COUNTRIES 

 

In the first part of this webquest, click on the links below to get an idea 

about the music of each country. Each link provides a bunch of samples 

and you are free to choose and enjoy! 

TURKEY: http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-

turkey.html 

SPAIN: http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-

spain.html 

POLAND: http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-

poland.html 

 

In the second part, classical instruments of each country are given. 

Follow the links to get to know these instruments. 

 

TURKISH FOLK INSTRUMENTS 

 

 

http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-turkey.html
http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-turkey.html
http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-spain.html
http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-spain.html
http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-poland.html
http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/2010/04/best-musicians-from-poland.html


 

 

 

 

KANUN (QANUN) 

 

The name derives from the Arabic word "kānun," which means rule, norm, 

principle. Kanuns used in Turkey have 26 courses of strings, with three strings 

per course. It is played on the lap by plucking the strings with two tortoise-shell 

picks, one in each hand, or by the fingernails. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uF5oK70MRCQ 

 

 

KEMENÇE (KEMENCHE) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wG7l7mWyp3U 

Kemenche or kemençe is a name used for various types of stringed bowed 

musical instruments having their origin in the Eastern Mediterranean , 

particularly in Turkey, and regions adjacent to the Black Sea. These instruments 

are folk instruments, generally having three strings and played held upright with 

their tail on the knee of the musician. 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Course_(music)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Tortoise
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uF5oK70MRCQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=wG7l7mWyp3U
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowed_string_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bowed_string_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eastern_Mediterranean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Black_Sea
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Folk_instrument


 

 

UD (OUD) 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=j4Pu-

UB2BtM#t=27s 

 

The oud is a stringed musical instrument. At past it had two strings, then it had 

four and ended with five and six. 

 

 

TULUM 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=PYyiyLBUu1E#t=

53s 

The tulum  is a musical instrument, a form of bagpipe from Turkey. It is usually 

played by the Laz and Hamsheni people in the Black Sea Region of Turkey.  

http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=j4Pu-UB2BtM#t=27s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=j4Pu-UB2BtM#t=27s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=PYyiyLBUu1E#t=53s
http://www.youtube.com/watch?feature=player_detailpage&v=PYyiyLBUu1E#t=53s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagpipe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Turkey
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Laz_people
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Hamshenis


 

 

 

BAGLAMA 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yn-qpkHU6LE 

The bağlama is a stringed musical instrument shared by various cultures in the 

Eastern Mediterranean, Near East, and Central Asia regions.  

 

NEY 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVtlW7M0jKk 

The ney is an end-blown fluteoriginating from Iran that figures prominently 

in Middle Eastern music. In some of these musical traditions, it is the only wind 

instrument used. Turkish and Arab neys normally have 7 holes, 6 in front and 

one thumb-hole in the back. 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Yn-qpkHU6LE
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/String_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Culture
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Mediterranean
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Near_East
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Central_Asia
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=IVtlW7M0jKk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/End-blown_flute
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Middle_Eastern


 

 

 

 

KLARNET (CLARINET) 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7nJNWzZubw 

The clarinet is a type of woodwind instrument that has a single-

reed mouthpiece, a straight cylindrical tube with an approximately 

cylindrical bore, and a flaring bell. A person who plays the clarinet is called 

a clarinetist or clarinettist. 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=n7nJNWzZubw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Woodwind_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-reed_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Single-reed_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bore_(wind_instruments)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Clarinetist


 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZlQyuWfHbo 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=359Bxg4Tp1w 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=2ZlQyuWfHbo
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=359Bxg4Tp1w


http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sBQeX3hXU9Q 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=9ykLHIrZwgA 



POLISH INSTRUMENTS 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtChUK1kaHQ 

* 

KOZIOL (BAGPIPE) 

 

 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMWmatfQH9s (Kozioł bialy) 

 

Kozioł refers to several variants of bagpipe native to a region of Poland. The 

instrument was widely popular in Poland historically, and was even played in the 

court of King Christian IV. 

 

MAZANKA 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YF1GNVHoGlk 

A Mazanka is a small string instrument with three strings and shape similar 

to violin. The Mazanka was used in Greater Poland and in Lubusz Land. 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JtChUK1kaHQ
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JMWmatfQH9s
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bagpipe
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Christian_IV
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=YF1GNVHoGlk
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/String_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violin
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Greater_Poland
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Lubusz_Land


SUKA 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz56GvcUdgg 

The Suka was a unique fiddle that was played vertically, on the knee or hanging 

from a strap, and the strings were stopped at the side with the fingernails; 

similar to the Gadulka. The body of the instrument was very similar to the 

modern violin, but the neck was very wide. 

 

TAMBOURINE 

 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yvSVP3-rkw 

The tambourine is a musical instrument in the percussion family consisting of a 

frame, often of wood or plastic, with pairs of smallmetal jingles, called "zils". 

http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Oz56GvcUdgg
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Fiddle
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Gadulka
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Violin
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1yvSVP3-rkw
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Musical_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Percussion_instrument
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Wood
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Plastic
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Metal
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jingle_(percussion)
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Zill


 

Sources:  

http://en.wikipedia.org 

http://www.youtube.com/ 

http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/ 

Etno Ritim documentary by Turkish National Television (TRT) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/
http://www.youtube.com/
http://istanbulmusic.blogspot.com/

